
 

 VANCOUVER DPAC  · SPECIAL EXECUTIVE MEETING  
Release to Trustees, PACs, Parents & Guardians 

 
January 22, 2021 

 
 

 
Yesterday evening the DPAC Executive met to discuss the VSB Long Range Facilities Plan,  which was 
released in draft form on Monday, January 11 and is being brought forward to the VSB Board Meeting 
for a decision on Monday, January 25.  DPAC also discussed Land Sales and the Land & Asset Strategy. 
 

LRFP Position 
 
DPAC wants to be on the record with our serious concerns about the document that 
Trustees are voting on at the Board Meeting on Monday. DPAC is supportive of the broad 
vision that has been reached with extensive parent input and articulated by the 
trustees.  We see in the operational LRFP the abandonment of the powers that an 
elected board should have to guide the process. DPAC believes that verbal assurances 
regarding the LRFP being a “Dynamic Living Document” are insufficient, and that road 
map items to realize their vision should be included.  We respectfully urge the Trustees 
at this 11th hour to centre the LRFP Strategy 2020-2030 (the vision currently contained 
in Appendix A) in the document to replace the contents of Section 2.3 (Guiding 
Principles) to clarify that the LRFP Strategy has supremacy in guiding the actions and 
decisions in the plan; 
 
Along with the following: 
 
ONE: 
Section 1.3.4 (Long-Range Facilities Plan Structure) is updated to include the sentence: "For the 
purpose of transparency, each annual LRFP will publish current data including: Kindergarten & Gr 8. 
Registration information, enrollment projections by catchment, population projections by catchment, 
movement of students out of catchment into choice programs, movement of students out of 
catchment to other catchments, 1st choice requests for district programs, and waitlist information by 
school. 
 
TWO: 
That bullet 3 in Section 2.4 (Planning Assumptions) be changed to read: “The enrolment projection 
methodology currently used by the District will remain for planning purposes but with the local 

 



 

knowledge component improved to consider how student yields might increase from City of 
Vancouver, University Endowment Lands and First Nations planning decisions that have been 
approved by their respective Councils. The VSB will request from these authorities 20-year forecasts 
for population change in school-aged children for each of the six District study regions contained in 
the LRFP.” 
 
THREE: 
That a new bullet be inserted into Section 2.4 of the LRFP (planning assumptions), stating that, "The 
District recognizes that the LRFP currently contains insufficient information about the accessibility of 
facilities across the District for people with physical and learning disabilities, and that a lack of 
accessibility leads to segregation in a manner that is incompatible with District values. Therefore, the 
District commits that by November 30, 2021, it will complete consultations with parents, students and 
stakeholders to define accessibility concerns so that comprehensive accessibility data and standards 
can be included within the 2022 LRFP. In the Interim, staff will report to trustees on any accessibility 
shortcomings for seismic upgrades and new builds (e.g. lack of elevator, lack of sensory room, etc.) 
and seek Trustees' direction about the use of District funds to address shortcomings in Ministry 
funding."  
 
FOUR: 
That a new bullet be inserted into Section 2.4 of the LRFP (Planning Assumptions), stating that, "The 
Ministry of Education no longer mandates a 95% capacity utilization target and the District is currently 
making long-term planning decisions without any transparent understanding of its own capacity 
utilization targets. The District therefore commits to forming a stakeholder working group to 
determine capacity utilization targets by November 30, 2021, to be included within the 2022 LRFP.” 
 
FIVE: 
That the criteria that determine which schools are put forward in the capital plan for the Seismic 
Mitigation Program (Section 3.3.10), the criteria for the Land and Assets Strategy (Section 7.4), and the 
criteria used for school consolidation (Section 5.10) all be updated to include:   

● The ability to accommodate children living in the local catchment area based on catchment 
population forecasts. 

● Impacts on equity-seeking populations, including but not limited to students who identify as 
Indigenous, people with disabilities, special needs, and affected by the impacts of poverty 
and/or trauma. 

  

Land Sales Position 
 
That the Vancouver Board of Education not dispose of any of its land by sale or transfer 
in fee simple. This would not preclude land swaps or leases pursuant to the procedure in 
Policy 20. 
 
 



 

 
Land & Asset Strategy Position 
 
Due to considerable time spent on the other items at the meeting, the Executive deferred 
discussion and will take a position on the Land & Asset Strategy in the near future as an 
executive group and will share the position in a future release. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The raw presentation materials for the DPAC Special Executive Meeting follow: 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 
 


