
Vancouver DPAC 
School District 39 

  
Date: January 24, 2019 Location: Room 180 
Time: 19:00 - 21:00 Vancouver School Board Centre 

  

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

Chair: Shaun Kalley (Chair) Minute Taker:  Gordon Lau (Vice-Chair) 
Executive: Gord Lau (Vice-chair), Sandra Bell, May Ke, Anne Montgomery, Allison Tredwell 
Official PAC representatives: 
David Lloyd George - Brandon Beatch 
Dr Annie B Jamieson - Alex Dow 
Edith Cavell - Allison Tredwell 
Eric Hamber - Leslie Louie 
False Creek - David Schaub 
General Brock - Karen Tsang 
Hastings - Deb Bryant 
Henry Hudson - Melissa Clements 
John Norquay - Keerthiha Supramaniyam 
King George - Tomoko Nakabayashi 
Kitsilano - Alan Patola Moosmann 
L’Ecole Bilingue - Anthony Floyd 
Lord Byng - Karen Tsang 

 
Magee -   Paula Temrick  
Prince of Wales - Sylvia Wong 
Queen Alexandra - Sandra Bell 
Simon Fraser - Peter Couch  
Sir Charles Tupper - Anne Montgomery 
Sir William Van Horne - Krzysztof Muniak  
Sir Winston Churchill - May Ke 
Southlands - Lillian Chau 
Trafalgar - Gord Lau 
Tyee - Corine Willems 
University Hill Elem. - Leanne Amitzi 
Windermere - Sandra Bell 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:08pm 

1. Standing Items 

1.1. Welcome, acknowledgement 
1.2. Roundtable Introductions  
1.3. Identification of Official PAC Reps 

■  24 PACs represented at start of meeting 
1.4. Call for Quorum 

■ Quorum = 12 
1.5. Approval of Agenda 

⇒ MOTION: Tupper made a motion to accept the motion, Cavell seconded.  Motion 
passed. 

1.6. Approval of Minutes from November 22, 2018  (attached) 
⇒ MOTION: King George made a motion, seconded by LEB.  Motion passed. 

1.7. DPAC Update 
■ Two recent DPAC committees; shadow committee for VSB finance 

(alison.treadwell@vancouverdpac.org), childcare committee 
(chair@vancouverdpac.org)  

■ Treasury 101 session, Apr 4th.  Presentations from VSB and PAC treasurers 
■ Accepting nominations for DPAC exec, 1-2 nominations coming up 
■ PAC2PAC received donation, VSB selecting recipient 

mailto:alison.treadwell@vancouverdpac.org
mailto:chair@vancouverdpac.org


■ DPAC happy to host PAC bylaws  
■ Ongoing at VSB - Seismic, LRFP, FI program review (Anne Montgomery is the 

facilities rep) 

2. Old Business 

2.1. Responses to  questions raised at November 22, 2018 General meeting (attached) 

 

3. New Business 

3.1. New Business / Questions / Issues 
■ Alex Dow - VSB Calendar Committee representative: For information, last day of 

instruction Tuesday June 29th 2021 (usually on a Thursday, but doesn’t work out for 
2020/21) 

■ Karen Tsang - Parents have created a group to advocate around racism in VSB 
schools. Concerned about a number of incidents, perceived teacher lack of 
knowledge about incidence and VSB resources, and district handling of incidents and 
culture. 

■ Eric Hamber - petition re: seismic replacement build will negatively impact the 
continuation of long-standing programs by not having the space to accommodate 
them 

■ Henry Hudson - thanks for help with advocacy from DPAC 
3.2. Close of Formal Meeting 
Formal meeting adjourned at 7:29pm 
 
Presentation - Cannabis in schools  
 
Next Executive Meeting - Feb 07, 2019  
Next General Meeting - Feb 28, 2019 



 
Vancouver DPAC 
School District 39 

  
 Questions Raised: November 22, 2018 

Responses Presented: January 24, 2019 
  

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS RAISED AT LAST MEETING 

 
1. Seismic process. Who to talk to? What is the process? How do we find out where we are 

on the priority list? What is considered when creating the priority list?  
● In the seismic process, the best person to speak with is the school principal.  They will 

follow up with the appropriate contacts if further information is required.  The list of 
seismic priorities can be found on the VSB website, and will also be in the Long Range 
Facilities Plan (LRFP).  What considerations are made in determining the priority list will be 
explained in the Seismic Mitigation Program (SMP) of the LRFP. 

2. Is there a system similar to Surrey's Safe Schools Together which allows for 
anonymous reporting and leads to independent investigations into bullying and other 
inappropriate situations in schools including by staff? 
● Vancouver, like Surrey and the rest of the province, does have the ability for reports of 

bullying and other inappropriate situations in schools or online to be made anonymously to 
the Safer Schools Together website.  That may lead to independent investigations 
depending on the individual situation.  

3. What was VSB’s feedback to the Funding Formula Review with regards to special 
needs? Do they support the districts recommending a switch to a prevalence model? 
● The VBE, like most school districts, spends more in supporting students with special needs 

than is provided by the Province in special needs supplemental grants. Setting aside the 
basic per pupil allocation the District receives for every student, the amount of support 
provided to students with special needs in excess of the supplemental grants was $27 
million in 2017-2018. Even when taking the basic per pupil allocation into account the 
additional support provided to students with special needs in 2017-2018 was $9 million. 
Included in this analysis and as explained when Chair Fraser and Vice-Chair Alexander 
presented in front of the Committee, the VBE has maintained staffing levels for supporting 
students with special needs in excess of what is required under the provincial ratios in the 
MOA. This amounts to approximately 50 FTE’s with an annual cost of $4.5 - $5.0 million. 
The increase in the numbers of students in recent years with complex and diverse needs is 
putting increased pressure on districts’ budgets. Provincially there needs to be a 
recognition of the full costs of providing an inclusive education for all students with special 
and unique needs. Vancouver has some of the poorest households in the entire country and 
the poverty that exists in areas of our District is fuel for special learning difficulties and 
mental health issues among children. The lack of personnel in the District who have 
specialized training to deal with mental issues is placing pressure on teachers and support 
staff. Given the Provincial Government’s commitment to a mental health improvement 
strategy, providing funding to districts to hire those who have the necessary training would 
be welcomed. 

● The VSB has not yet had a discussion around switching to a prevalence model.  We need to 
gather a better understanding of how a prevalence model might impact the district. Ontario 
would likely be a source of information for us.  



4. Childcare report. Is there a way to add input into what will be in the report? What is the 
process of getting more childcare into schools? What can parents do to help facilitate 
the process?  
● The childcare report that VSB was working on was for the Joint Council on Childcare which 

VSB is part of.  The joint  childcare council sets goals for childcare creation in Vancouver 

through City Council.  Goals have been achieved ever since the VSB has been a member on 

the council. Many of these new spaces have been created, or are in process, in school 

multipurpose rooms or on the third floor of new schools.  

● There is only one process for increasing childcare spaces in schools.  Independent 

non-profit childcare operators would need to come forward to request opening more 

spaces in schools. Some challenges we understand directly from childcare operators who sit 

on the joint childcare council are that: 1. not all school space is licensable for childcares; 

and 2. there is a shortage of licensed childcare workers in Vancouver. (this may be partially 

due to low wages and housing affordability in Vancouver)  

● The following is from Estrellita Gonzalez’s report at the VSB Board meeting on October 29, 

2019: 

“Jim Meschino shared [at the Joint Council on Childcare meeting on October 4, 2018] an 

updated map of School Age Childcare serving VBE Elementary Schools. 158 new childcare 

spaces were created on VBE sites in 2018 with School board sites now having 3,985 seats of 

childcare (a 47% increase since 2009), with 345 spaces of 0-4 care now funded and under 

development. The outlook for the future: It is becoming increasingly difficult to increase 

school age care on sites, as most multi-purpose rooms are already licensed for child care. 

Long term intent is to provide school age care on site at every school, however not all 

schools have space to accommodate (such as most annexes). The VSB sees the key to future 

increase of child care on school grounds, as with parks, in increasing service delivery without 

impacting available green space. Whereas other school boards, such as in Victoria, have the 

ability to add modular buildings, this is less feasible in Vancouver, where school sites tend to 

be undersized. “ 
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A Changing Landscape

Cannabis Legalization
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Two Acts - effective October 17, 2018

Cannabis Act

Cannabis Control and Licensing Act (CCLA)

! Federal 

Legislation 

! Provincial 

Legislation 



Cannabis Legalization
The Cannabis Act creates a strict legal framework for controlling the 
production, distribution, sale and possession of cannabis across 
Canada. 

The Act aims to accomplish 3 goals:

! keep cannabis out of the hands of youth

! keep profits out of the hands of criminals

! protect public health and safety by allowing adults access to safe, 
legal cannabis



Cannabis Legalization

The Cannabis Act allows 19+ (BC) to:

! possess up to 30 grams of legal cannabis in public

! share up to 30 grams of legal cannabis with other adults

! buy cannabis from a provincially-licensed retailer

! (where there is no regulated retail framework) individuals may 

purchase cannabis online from federally-licensed producers

! grow up to 4 cannabis plants per residence for personal use



Cannabis Dialogues
The Cannabis Act creates 2 new criminal offences, with maximum 
penalties of 14 years in jail, for:

! giving or selling cannabis to youth

! using a youth to commit a cannabis-related offence

The Act also:

! restricts promotion of cannabis

! requires tracking of cannabis from seed to sale to keep it out of the 
illegal market



CANNABIS ACT

! The Federal Cannabis Act specifies five (5) classes of cannabis that can be sold 
through government or private cannabis stores but the BC Act approves only 
three (3):

dried 
cannabis 

(bud/flower)

cannabis oil fresh 
cannabis 

cannabis 
plants

cannabis 
plant seeds



Cannabis Control & Licensing Act: MINORS
Minors (anyone under 19 years of age) CANNOT:

possess, consume, produce, supply, sell, purchase or attempt to 
purchase cannabis or cannabis accessory (CCLA, 73(1) and 73(2));

operate a vehicle, whether or not the vehicle is in motion, while there is 
cannabis in the vehicle (CCLA, 74(1); 109(1)(a), and 110(1)). (unless an 
adult is present)

enter or be in a government cannabis store, a place where authorized 
cannabis activities are conducted, or work in a place associated to a 
cannabis business (CCLA, 70)



CCLA | CONSUMPTION

! A person cannot consume cannabis:

! In or on school property or while on the sidewalk, street, or road 

that borders the school property

! In or on health board property



CCLA | SMOKING AND VAPING

! A person cannot smoke or vape cannabis:

! on a public patio

! in a public place that is indoors (e.g.: community centre, swimming pool, skating rink, 

residential lobby

! within 6 meters of a doorway, window or air intake

! within 6 meters of a bus stop, taxi stand, or train station stop

! in a provincial, regional or municipal park (unless there is a designated smoking area)



What are vapes?

• Products that heat a liquid solution and 

deliver an aerosol (liquid and particles)

• Do not involve combustion 

• Typically contain nicotine 

• First developed in 2003 by a pharmacist 

in China to help people stop smoking



Types

Cig-a-

Likes

Pod 

Mods

Vape Pen 

Mods

Box Mods



How they work

Puffing on device triggers the atomizer to heat

the solution in cartridge which produces a

vapour/aerosol that is inhaled by the person

14
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Concerns
Nicotine

! An addictive drug 

! Earlier use = more likely to get addicted

! Can harm parts of the brain that control 

attention, learning, memory, concentration, 

mood, and impulse control 

! May also increase the risk for future addiction to 
other drugs

! Gateway to tobacco?



Concerns

Inhaling aerosol 
! Increased cough and 

wheezing 
! Increase in asthma 

exacerbations
! Long-term impact on 

lungs, heart, and other 

organs are unknown at 
this time



Laws and Regulations
Bans:
! Advertising flavours that appeal to 

youth(e.g. dessert flavours)

! “Lifestyle" advertising

! Testimonials; Celebrity endorsements 

! Product sponsorship

! Health claims 

! Additives such as: caffeine, vitamins, 

minerals, and probiotics
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Talking with Teens 

about Cannabis

WE HAVE THE BEST INTENTIONS AS PARENTS!

KEEPING CONVERSATIONS RELEVANT TO OUR TEENS.

INFORMATION & APPROACHES TO TRY.

Talking with Teens 

about Cannabis



Perspectives



Cannabis Perspectives



We talk with our kids every day
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Talking with youth starts with 

listening

Take the time to connect with your teen first.

Start off with exploring their perspective. 

Put your perspective temporarily aside.

Stay curious (pretend it’s someone else’s teen)



Offer Psychological Freedom

Teens need to explore ideas and thinking. 

Even (especially!) zany, silly, scary, annoying ideas. Let 

them express them to you.

By listening & exploring…you continue to be the person 

they can talk to. 



Dialogue vs…..



FACTS to know about teen use:

1. Younger use is riskier than older use

2. More (quantity/frequency)use is riskier than less

3. Context matters – location, personal health, family history, etc

4. Reasons matter – curious vs coping



“You sound curious about …..”
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Talking about cannabis:

! HELPFUL:

! Stay calm; listen; ask what they think first!

! Explore the reasons to DELAY any use

! Be clear about your expectations & perspective

! NOT SO HELPFUL:

! Focussing only on long terms effects (e.g. lung disease)

! Scare tactics – (e.g. you’ll die) 

! Lying about or exaggerating the risks – (e.g. you will start using 

heroin)



Making “Delay” 

Meaningful
19 YEARS OLD
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Ways to begin…
Ask broad questions about society, culture, use in general. Ask 

what other youth think.

“I heard on the radio… What do you think?”

“I went to this presentation the other night and it made me 

wonder…”

What are youth saying about the cannabis dispensary down the 

street?



What about socializing? 

There are lots of ways to socialize, make friends, 

date, experience excitement and risk:

! Drama, theatre sports, horseback riding, snow/skate/long/skim 

boarding

! Competitive anything (paintball, music, biking)

! All ages concerts; Film Fests; sporting events

! Making movies, games, You Tube videos

! Volunteering with friends (horse sanctuary, SPCA, day cares, 

waterway rehabilitation)



Be clear about your expectations. Set limits. As they mature, 

adapt your parenting.

AND

Stay Connected, support healthy activities:

! Support their passions

! Strengthen what’s going well 

! It’s not all about “drugs”!

Parents: Neither Dictator nor BFF





Cannabis
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Cannabis Legalization

Thank you for your curiosity!
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